
About the 2018 ‘Journey to Montgomery’ with Mike Wiley… 

On the next page is a copy of the Initial announcement of our inaugural ‘A Journey to 
Montgomery’ that occurred Dec. 7-10, 2018. With a participant capacity of 56 
persons including tour staff, we traveled by charter bus from Durham NC to 
Montgomery AL. Registration fee covered all transportation, hotel lodging and all 
museum and memorial entrance fees. The trip sold out to capacity quite early and 
we unfortunately had to decline a number of inquiries. 

The special ‘experience’ we were all to share began before we even pulled away 
from the curb in Durham. Based on the trip’s impact on each of us and the numerous 
requests for repeat ‘journeys’ received since our return, we do anticipate future 
excursions to be planned.  My deep & heartfelt gratitude Mike Wiley Productions, Dr. 
Tim Tyson, Wanda Warren Associates and to all those on the planning team who 
helped shape this four-day self-exploration that, I think, few of us will ever forget. 
For those who may wish to be notified of similar trips to be organized by our 
group, you may email your request to stephen@goingbarefoot.com.  Thank you. SB 



We invite you to join us on a brief journey into a long history. 

This recent article featured in the New York Times is the perfect introduction to "A 
Journey to Montgomery."  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/25/us/lynching-
memorial-alabama.html  

In an inaugural group travel immersion, playwright & actor Mike Wiley of Mike Wiley 
Productions will lead the four-day "A Journey to Montgomery" tour Friday through 
Monday, December 7 - 10, 2018. 

Dr. Timothy Tyson, best-selling author of BLOOD DONE SIGN MY NAME and the 
newly-released THE BLOOD OF EMMETT TILL will facilitate group discussions on civil 
rights history and race relations along the way. Additionally, the bus will make a few 
stops en route in cities marking Freedom Rider milestones, where Mike Wiley will 
perform excerpts from THE PARCHMAN HOUR and BREACH OF PEACE, his original 
plays which share Freedom Riders' stories. Some segments performed may relate 
specifically to the location or occurrences where we'll be at the time. Performance 
excerpts may occur in the aisle of the bus, at a roadside rest area, in a filling station 
parking lot... 

This specialized tour will travel on a luxury 56-passenger motorcoach featuring 
restroom facilities, Wi-Fi and DVR equipment. Deluxe accommodations are included at 
the Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the Convention Center for 3 nights. 
Also included are museum & venue entry fees & taxes, and the full performance of 
Mike Wiley's original documentary drama DAR HE: THE LYNCHING OF EMMETT TILL 
presented at the historic First Baptist Church in downtown Montgomery. Meals are 
not included in the per-person costs, permitting participants to explore 
Montgomery's local restaurants according to their own preferences.  



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Tour Schedule, Dec. 7-10, 2018: 
Friday, Dec. 7...Group departs *Downtown Durham, NC at 7:00am. *Details regarding 
location and parking will be provided with the final tour information. 
Saturday, Dec. 8...Tour Civil Rights Memorial at the headquarters of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. Tour Freedom Rides Museum at the Historic Greyhound Bus 
Station. In the evening we will join the local community at the historic First Baptist 
Church on Ripley Street for a full-length performance of DAR HE: THE STORY OF 
EMMETT TILL, written and performed by Mike Wiley. An audience talkback/Q&A will 
follow. Sunday, Dec. 9...Tour The Legacy Museum (https://eji.org/legacy-museum) 
and the National Memorial for Peace and Justice.  Monday, Dec. 10...Group departs 
Montgomery at 8:00am for the return trip to Durham, NC. 
 
 
 
 
 



Lastly, here are a few of written comments dropped in a paper bag on the floor in the 
middle of our closing night sharing circle on Sunday evening as we took time to reflect 
on the emotions of our weekend together.   We hope you’ll join us on a future trip. 
 

 
 
I came expecting to grieve. I did not expect to leave with hope.  Now I am leaving with hope.  
The trip was a powerful reminder of what still needs to be done.  
 
The most meaningful event in my life... I will never forget it and will move forward with all 
my might. 
 
The Civil Rights movement was/is the work of real & ‘ordinary’ people like you and me and 
all of us.  That’s how it happened and that’s how it happens now.  It is not over, by any 
means.  There is much to do.  The work is both individual and collective and my commitment 
is strengthened.   
 
I am here because I want/hope to help make this a more just world during my years that 
remain.  No more a bystander… a more active change agent.  
 
I’m very ashamed and full of guilt to say that I learned a lot. I should have already known 
much of this history.  After visits/talks I’ve had with others on this trip, I now realize that I 
took this journey so that I can pass on what I’ve learned to my generation and to my 
children’s generation.  
 
The trip opened a wound, powerful and potent. My hope is that something will move through 
me. I don’t go back home and assume the same exact form. Maybe I need to embrace grief.  
Thank you for opening up a crack… 
 
I feel deeply humbled by what I have seen, come to comprehend and, most of all, by the 
empathetic capacity of the company I have kept for the last several days. 
 
No fake news here.  No alternative facts. The truth of how humans behave – unfathomable 
cruelty, extraordinary courage. I leave this weekend inspired to heal and reconcile. 
	


